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Before Sam Philips sold Elvis’
contract to RCA in 1956 for
$35,000 they had recorded
six two-sided singles. Each of
these recordings featured a
country and western song on
one side and a rhythm and
blues song on the other. One
of the reasons Elvis was so
popular was because of his
ability to merge attributes of
what was perceived to be
“white” (C&W) and “black”
(R&B) music. An example of
this is evident in Elvis’ hit
song “Heartbreak Hotel”
which reached #1 not only in
the Pop charts, but the R&B
and C&W charts as well. This
was the first time that a
single song held the #1 spot
in all three charts.
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