WM Presents 30 SEGONDS
TOMARS

Initially known for his work as an actor (most
notably on the '90s TV drama My So-Called Life, as
well as movies like Requiem for a Dream and Fight
Club), Jared Leto decided to flex his musical
muscles as he approached his 30s. He enlisted the
help of his brother, drummer Shannon Leto, and co-
founded 30 Seconds to Mars in 1998. The group
made its studio debut four years later, releasing a
self-titled album whose post-grunge sound showed
an affinity for groups like Chevelle and Incubus.
Although only modestly successful, the album
convinced the bandmates to continue making music
in spite of Jared Leto's busy acting schedule, which
had filled up with roles in Panic Room, Highway,
American Pyscho, and Requiem for a Dream.

It took three years to record A Beautiful Lie, with
the bandmates traveling to four different
continents to work with Leto on his movie sets.
Released in 2005, A Beautiful Lie widened the
band's sound by sampling from metal, neo-prog,
and screamo. It also expanded the group’s audience
by going platinum in America, reaching gold status
in several foreign countries, and spawning two Top
10 modern rock hits.

30 Seconds to Mars toured heavily as a result, sporting a new lineup that included lead
guitarist Tomo Milicevic and bassist Matt Wachter (both of whom had also contributed to the
album) in addition to the two Letos. Although Wachter threw in the towel in 2007, the band
continued to tour around the world for the rest of that year, making stops at several major
festivals (Roskilde, Pinkpop, Download) and opening shows for bands like the Used and
Linkin Park.
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